                                                                      NHS
                          Pan-Birmingham

        Cancer Network   

	URGENT REFERRAL FOR SUSPECTED SKIN CANCER (Version 2.0)
If you wish to include an accompanying letter, please do so. On completion please FAX to the number below.


These forms should only be used for suspected cancer and in conjunction with the NICE Referral Guidelines for Suspected Cancer, June 2005

Patient Details                                                                     

GP Details (inc Fax Number)

	Surname
	
	Fax No:

	Forename
	
	

	D.O.B.
	
	Gender
	
	

	Address
	
	

	Postcode
	
	

	Telephone
	
	

	NHS No  
	
	Date of Decision to Refer
	

	Hospital No
	
	Date of Referral
	

	Interpreter? 
	Y / N
	First Language:

	GP Signature
	

	Suspected Diagnosis: (Check relevant boxes)  

Use the following 7-point checklist for pigmented skin lesions: 
Melanoma:
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Squamous cell carcinoma:

        FORMCHECKBOX 

Location             ……..……………………
Location           ……..……………………………
Size of lesion     ……..……………………
Size of lesion   ……..……………………………
Major Features: (2 points each)
Characteristics:
Change in size

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Non-healing keratinizing

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Irregular shape
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Crusted with significant induration

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Irregular colour
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Documented expansion over 8 weeks
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Minor Features: (1 point each)
New/growing cutaneous lesion

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Largest diameter 7mm or more
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Histological diagnosis of SCC – include histology report with fax

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Inflammation

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Oozing

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Risk factors:
Change in sensation
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Immunosuppression
 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Clinical Details:  do not use this form for patients with suspected BCC   History/Examination/Investigations……………………………………………..……………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Medication ...…………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………


	For Hospital Use

Appointment  Date                             


     Clinic Attending

Was the referral appropriate
  Yes
No                (if no please give reason) 


	SKIN CLINICS WITH RAPID ACCESS FACILITIES

	Hospital
	Tel
	Fax

	Burton Hospital
	01283 566333 
	01283 593090

	City and Sandwell Hospitals
	0121 507 5805
	0121 507 5075

	Good Hope Hospital
	0121 424 5000
	0121 424 8952

	Solihull (HoEFT)
	0121 424 5000
	0121 424 8952

	Queen Elizabeth (UHBFT)
	0121 627 2485
	0121 460 5800

	Walsall Manor Hospital
	01922 721172 ext  7110 or 7785
	01922 656 773

	Worcester Hospitals
	01905 763333
	01562 754312


Why Have I Been Given a ‘Two Week Wait’ Hospital Appointment?

What is a ‘two week wait’ appointment?

The ‘two week wait’ or ‘urgent’ appointment was introduced so that a specialist would see any patient with symptoms that might indicate cancer as quickly as possible.  The two week wait appointment has been requested either by your GP or dentist.

Why has my GP referred me?

GPs diagnose and treat many illnesses but sometimes they need to arrange for you to see a specialist hospital doctor.  This could be for a number of reasons such as:

· The treatment already given by your GP has not worked.

· Your symptoms need further investigation.

· Investigations arranged by your GP have shown some abnormal results.

· Your GP suspects cancer.

Does this mean I have cancer?

Most of the time, it doesn’t.  Even though you are being referred to a specialist, this does not necessarily mean that you have cancer.  More than 70% of patients referred with a ‘two week wait’ appointment do not have cancer.

What symptoms might need a ‘two week wait’ appointment? 

· A lump that does not go away.
· A change in the size, shape or colour of a mole.
· Abnormal bleeding.
· A change in bowel or bladder habits.
· Continuous tiredness and/or unexplained weight loss.
· Other unexplained symptoms.
What should I do if I’m unable to attend an appointment in the next two weeks?

This is an important referral.  Let your GP know immediately (or the hospital when they contact you) if you are unable to attend a hospital appointment within the next two weeks.  
What do I need to do now?

· Make sure that your GP has your correct address and telephone number, including your mobile phone number.

· The hospital will try to contact you by telephone to arrange an appointment.  If they are not able to make telephone contact, an appointment letter will be sent to you by post.

· Inform your GP surgery if you have not been contacted by the hospital within three working days of the appointment with your GP.
· You will receive further information about your appointment before you go to the hospital.  It is important you read this information and follow the instructions.

· Please feel free to bring someone with you to your appointment at the hospital.

It is important to remember that even though you will receive a ‘two week wait’ appointment, being referred to a specialist does not necessarily mean that you have cancer.  Remember, 7 out of 10 patients referred this way do not have cancer.
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